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Midweek Musings  
July 5, 2017 edition   

Published the second and fourth Wednesday of the month  

 

The Birth of our Nation  
 

       

New Castle Presby tery
Hats off to the Nation and to  

Our Presbyterian Heritage!  

In anticipation of the 1976 Bicentennial, 

the Journal of Presbyterian History 

published a volume titled òPresbyterians 

and the American Revolution, An 

Interpreted Account ó. It is a wonderful 

collection of essays written to describe 

various aspects of Presbyterian 

involvement in the American Revolution. 

The openi ng document, Presbyterian 

Immigrants and the Revolution , intrigued me most. Here are 

just a few extracts from the article written by Dr. James 

Leyburn, Professor Emeritus of Washington and Lee University.  

¶ Presbyterianism may justly claim to be the most 

tho roughly American religion in colonial times. In contrast 

with the Episcopal Church, whose ecclesiastical rule was 

 

Upcoming Events  
9/19/2017 ð 837th Stated 

Meeting of Presbytery  

View Presbytery calendar:  

http://www.ncpresbytery.org/news/calendar  
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centered in London until the War of Independence, Presbyterians from the onset 

governed themselves by an American organization with no control  whatsoever from 

the other side of the Atlantic.  

¶ Presbyterian Churches flourished in every colony except Rhode Island.  

¶ Their members included poverty -stricken recent immigrants, hard -working pioneer 

farmers, substantial citizens, and such leaders as the Pr esident of the College of New 

Jersey. 

¶ Presbyterians of 1776 consisted of three chief strains:  Scotch ðIrish, English and 

Scottish.  

 
¶  It was the Scotch -Irish whose waves of immigrants for six decades before the 

Revolution chiefly gave the Presbyterian Chu rch its ònationaló charter, lent impressive 

weight to the patriot cause, performed services in settling the frontier and in fighting 

both Indians and red -coats, and influenced politics decisively in important colonies 

(almost always in the direction of lib eralization and democracy).  

¶ It was the economic misery of Scotland, both in the Highlands and Lowlands, which 

sent the largest number of Scots to America in the years between 1763 and 1775. 

Evictions from sheep pasture land, rising rents, a long series of natural calamities 

(crop failures, cattle blights, and severe winters) and over -population were among 

the dominant reasons why some 25,000 Scots came to the colonies in those twelve 

years.  

¶ Perhaps the most significant contribution of the Presbyterian Chur ch to the American 

cause was its national scope. The prompt alignment of Presbyterians with the 

patriotic movement was in some regions decisive, but the important point is that 

Presbyterians, more than the members of any other religious body, were in touch  

with each other from Maine to Georgia. Moreover, their attachment was likely to be 

a patriotism for the cause of America as a whole, not a vindication of the rights of 

Massachusetts or New Jersey or any other state.  

We are a remarkable church, in part, be cause we find strength in 

our òconnectionalism ó. From our beginnings we learned to 

collaborate and compromise in to order to maintain unity in the 

midst of our diverse origins and interests. It is a gift we can continue 

to offer our nation and our world. H appy Birthday America!  

Jim  

Jim Moseley, NCP Executive Presbyter  

mailto:adminoffice@ncpresbytery.org
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PRAYERS AND WARMEST WISHES  
Installation of Rev. Chuck Taber   
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July Issue Now Available!  

This monthõs issue includes:  

¶ Pension Plan Experience Apportionment Takes Effect  

¶ Is Your Investment Strategy Right for You?  

¶ Employers Begin Selecting 2018 Benefits Soon  

 

View this monthõs issue here . 

 

 

 

Printer/Scanner needs a 

home!  

Looking for a ònewó copier?  

This little beauty copies and 

scans in black and white, but 

comes with two new ink 

cartridges.  Free with pick -up 

from the Presbytery office.  For 

more technical information on 

this particular copier, click 

here . 

Call the Presbytery office for 

more information an d office 

hours to take a peek!  

(302) 366-0595 

  

 

òRing, Ringó 

 

òKeep spreading the always-

relevant Gospel message in 

ways that, well, òring a belló 

with each new generation!  

 

Rev. Beth Thomas  

 

~As quoted from the 

Christiana Messenger 

newsletter (Christiana PC)on 

the renovation of their 

church bell tower  

 

 

Mission and Worship ð 

Korean Presbyterians  

Our own Rev. Grace 

Howard is on  cover of the 

July 10th edition!  

 

 

mailto:adminoffice@ncpresbytery.org
http://www.pensions.org/BoardConnections/Pages/2017_July.html
https://www.cnet.com/products/lexmark-xs-463de-multifunction-printer-b-w-series/specs/
http://pres-outlook.org/2017/07/korean-presbyterians-july-10-2017/
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Our Pastors with Rev. Duke Dixon (Easton ) 
The òLittleó Ministry  

Alzheimer is a terrible, awful disease that robs people of their memories 

even to the point of not recognizing loved ones. Far too often those with 

the disease are unable to live at home and loved ones are forced to have 

them placed in special Alzheimer un its where they are receiving needed 

care. I know from people in our church who have had to wrestle with this   

decision that it tears the caregiver apart to have to do this to a loved one. 

If you ever visit one of those units you know how depressing they ca n 

be even with the dedicated staff that are doing their best to care for 

each and every person. Those who enter these units often become 

the forgotten ones. They donõt go to other activities that may be held 

in the nursing home. Few people visit other than  loved ones. I think it 

would be fair to describe them using Jesusõ term of òone of the least 

of these,ó that he used to describe the hungry, the thirsty, the 

stranger, the naked, the sick, and the prisoner. He goes on to say that 

when we care for the leas t of these we are doing it to him.  

I mention this because we have a relatively new ministry in our church where I and a deacon 

visit the Alzheimer unit at the Pines Nursing Home once a month and tell a Bible story. It started 

when Connie Knoppõs sister-in-law, who works in that unit, mentioned 

to Connie how no one does anything for the people on the unit. 

Connieõs mother-in-law, who had recently passed away, had been in 

that unit. Connie, knowing how I tell Bible stories to the preschool 

children at our ch urch, thought it could be a wonderful new ministry if I 

were to go to this unit in the Pines and tell Bible stories. It sounded like a 

good idea and we decided to try it. The first month I told  Jesusõ 

Prodigal Son parable. There were two or three who verb ally responded 

as I told the story. Others were looking intently and still others staring off 

in space. We finished with singing òJesus Loves Me.ó When we sang this 

the vast majority of people sang with me. Long ago forgotten memories came back if only for  a 

moment. It was quite an experience.  

As we left the staff told us that in those short ten minutes they could see a change in the people. 

Usually at that time of day the people are getting restless and even agitated but as I told the 

story and we sang the  song they were calm and some even attentive. That was enough for 

Connie and me to say that this is a worthwhile ministry. We know that none of the people we 

were telling the story to would ever come to church but in that short time that we were there we 

offered them dignity and maybe even stirred up some old memories. If only for a few minutes we 

remind them that they are part of Godõs family, Godõs creation, then it has been totally 

worthwhile. I cannot help but think that when we are doing this, we are d oing it to Jesus. For 

certainly Jesus is there in the midst.  

This is a ministry that any church could do. It doesnõt take the pastor. The stories donõt have to be 

elaborate. They are the stories we learned in Sunday School. It does reach out to people who 

are often forgotten. Give it a try. You might find that it is very rewarding and well worth your time.  

Duke 

mailto:adminoffice@ncpresbytery.org
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Pastor òHappeningsó 

The June 19, 2017 issue of the Presbyterian O utlook  included an advertisement for the 

Theological Education Fund with our very own Rev. Kaci -Clark Porter!   

 

 

 

The Theological Education Fund is the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)õs 

best hope of ensuring the church of Christ is prepared to serve long 

into the future.  The fund is housed at the Presbyterian Foundation 

and is the sole source of denomination -wide funding for seminaries  

from the PC(USA).   

For more information, click here . 

 

 

 

 

mailto:adminoffice@ncpresbytery.org
http://pres-outlook.org/category/presbyterian-hub/digital-issues/
https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/Our-Services/Theological-Education-Fund-(TEF).aspx
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OUR CHURCHES/MINISTRIES:  Riverfront Church  

Defining Prayer  

 

Do you pray alone?  

Do you p ray with others?  

Does it matter?  

Letõs discuss.  

Check out the video answering 

these questions and view more 

information by clicking on the 

photo.

 

  

mailto:adminoffice@ncpresbytery.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MnpMugmtaoo


   

Midweek submissions:  adminoffice@ncpresbytery.org    Page 8 of 16 

   
 

Presbyterian Church of Dover  

Our NCP Mission Advocate, Elder Terry Dykstra, asked us 

to share the Immi grants Welcome banner and Dover has 

answered the call!   

Many thanks to all who initiated this sign located at the 

intersection of Reed and South State Streets in Dover!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PCUSA ð This Weekõs News  

¶ Stated Clerk urges Ben &  Jerryõs to strike agreement with Vermont diary farmers  

¶ Washington non -profit shows strength in empowering low income housing residents  

¶ Board of Pensions Reports Successful Benefits Connections  

¶ Presbyterian AIDS Awareness Day observed in conjunction wit h National HIV Testing Day  

¶ Helping people help themselves keeps one volunteer inspired and motivated  

 

And much more!  Click here  to view this weekõs articles.   

mailto:adminoffice@ncpresbytery.org
http://info.pcusa.org/t/ViewEmail/i/A2F14FE9A2D2CE902540EF23F30FEDED/E28B62FF63E6551DC67FD2F38AC4859C
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MISSION ADVOCATE, New Castle Presbytery  
Terry Lee Dykstra  
 

World Refugee Day ( June 20 th) é and every day! 

 

 

World Refugee Day - June 20, is a day to lift up refugees 

displaced by war, civil unrest and persecution, all of which 

tear away at the fabric of human community.  

In recognition of  World Refugee Day , continue to explore 

the many ways your congregation or community can reach out to welcome the stranger 

by using the resources from  Refugees Welcome . 

 

https://vimeo.com/221480040     

(View the linked video)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Take Action!  Advocate to oppose anti -Refugee legislation in the U.S. Congress  

¶ Bring attention to the issue of refugees . Plan a  Refugees Welcome  event at your 

church.  

¶ Provide support to r efugees around the world  by giving generously to the  One Great 

Hour of Sharing  offerings. You can give through your local church or online.  

Any Sunday or any day can be a time to remember and advocate fo r refugees.   

 

Blessings and  peace , Terry 

 

  

mailto:adminoffice@ncpresbytery.org
http://www.refugeesarewelcome.org/welcoming-resources/
https://vimeo.com/221480040
http://www.interfaithimmigration.org/hr5203/
http://www.refugeesarewelcome.org/welcoming-resources/
http://www.ucc.org/oghs/
http://www.ucc.org/oghs/
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INTERFAITH PEACEMAKER, New Castle Presbytery  

Rev. Tom Davis  

 

Hosting an On -line Meeting  

On July 5 th the Presbyterian News Service published an excellent article 

with suggested best practices for conducting online meetings.  Although it was written 

for Presbyterians, many communities of faith would benefit .   

 

òHosting an online meeting can be intimidat ing.  What is the internet isnõt working, or you 

donõt have enough bandwidth to handle the meeting?  Is the sound on the computer 

working, or should you get external speakers?  Does everyone on the call have the same 

online meeting application loaded on hi s or her computer?  These are questions that 

may keep you awake the night before your meeting.  However, a well -planning online 

meeting can thwart the nightmares of a digital meeting gone badly.  

In fact, when done well, online meetings can save your congregation or presbytery 

time and money and may allow greater participation from members and churches.  

On the other hand, online meetings done poorly can be unproductive and create 

a negative experience for participants.ó  

Click  here  to view the  entire article with information to help you plan before, during and 

after the meeting.    

Peace , Tom 

   

TCDavis 

President, Interfaith Veterans Workgroup  

302-507-6012 mobile   

mailto:adminoffice@ncpresbytery.org
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/pcn/2017/07/05/tips-hosting-successful-online-meeting/
http://linkedin.com/in/tcdavis3
http://ivw.website/
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EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES  

Health Ministry  

 

World Hepatitis Day  

Many people have heard the term òhepatitisó before, but did you know 

that there are different types of hepatitis? In fact, there are 5 different types of hepatitis: 

A, B, C, D and E.  

Visit our NCP Health Ministry 

page today to learn about 

these five different viruses in 

prepar ation of World Hepatitis 

Day,  July 28, 2017!  

 

View  this monthõs article  here  to  

learn  more!  

 

Stephanie Scully  Eskridge ,  
RN, BSN    

  

Questions? 

healthministry@ncpresbytery.org  

 

 

 

 

8 Summer Steps for Healthy Living   

Compliments of WebMD  

Improve your health with steps so simple youõll barely 

notice the effort!  In the warmer, longer, lazier days of 

summer, the living may not be easy, but your life 

probably feels less chaotic.  Eight health experts in the 

fields of diet, fitness, stress, vi sion and oral health were 

asked to contribute to this article.  Take a look at their informative suggestions here .  

mailto:adminoffice@ncpresbytery.org
mailto:healthministry@ncpresbytery.org
http://www.webmd.com/women/features/8-summer-steps-for-healthy-living#1
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Position Church/Organization  Contact  

Building 

Maintenance 

Technician  

Concord Presbyterian Church & Preschool  

1800 Fairfax Blvd., Wilmington, DE 19803  

 

The Building Maintenance Technician 

responsible for maintaining the building 

facilities and grounds, Monday -Friday, 4 

hours/day.  Job descripti on can be viewed 

at http://concordpc.org/wp -

content/uploads/2017/07/Job -Posting-Final-

7-6-17.pdf  . 

Please send resume consisting of 

personal contact information, 

training and work experience, 

and 2 -3 references and their 

contact information to : 

info@concordpc.org , or to 

Business Maintenance 

Technician Position, Concord 

Presbyterian Church, 1800 

Fairfax Blvd., Wilmington, DE  

19803 

Christian 

Youth Leader  

Lower Brandywine Presbyterian Church 

(Wilmington, DE)  is seeking a part -time 

interim Christian Youth Leader for a one -year 

period from August, 2017 to August, 2018.  

This position will require on average 15 hours 

per week.  T he candidate will primarily be 

responsible for the continuation and 

expansion of our Churchõs youth programs 

for grades 6 through 12.  Required 

qualifications include a strong Christian 

background, bachelorõs degree, and an 

energetic/compassionate personal ity.  Prior 

church youth program or comparable 

experience required.  Interested candidates 

should send their resume, letter of 

introduction, and minimum hourly wage 

requirements by email addressed to Edward 

M. Nass at emnass@aol.com .  

 

Interested 

candidates 

should send 

their resume, 

letter of 

introduction, 

and 

minimum 

hourly wage 

requirements 

by email addressed to Edward 

M. Nass at emnass@aol.com .  

 

Part-time 

Secretary  

Elkton Presbyterian Church   

209 E. Main Street, Elkton, MD 21921  

Part time Secretary for Elkton Presbyterian 

Church.   20 hours per week.    

Must be proficient in Microsoft office.    

 

 
Please submit cover letter and 

resume to: 

elkpreschurch@verizon.net  

Attn:   Personnel  

mailto:adminoffice@ncpresbytery.org
http://concordpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Job-Posting-Final-7-6-17.pdf
http://concordpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Job-Posting-Final-7-6-17.pdf
http://concordpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Job-Posting-Final-7-6-17.pdf
mailto:info@concordpc.org
mailto:emnass@aol.com
mailto:emnass@aol.com
mailto:elkpreschurch@verizon.net
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Part-Time  

Music Director  

West Nottingham Presbsyterian Church  

1195 Firetower Road, Colora, MD  

 

West Nottingham Presbyterian Church is 

looking for a Music Director to start on July 

1. This will be a part -time position playing at 

Sunday services and holidays, directing an 

adult and childrenõs choir, and directing a 

bell choir.   

 

Contact the church s ecretary at 

410-658-6366, x21 for more 

information.  

Part-Time 

Minister of 

Music  

Trinity Presbyterian Church  

1120 Darley Road, Wilmington, DE  

 

Trinity P.C. seeks part -time (approx. 19 

hrs/wk) Minister of Music ð 

pianist/organist/choir director for vibrant 

congregation with blended style weekly 

worship service.   Church music experience 

preferred.  Projected start date is 

September 1 st.  Mo re information, click here . 

 

 

 

Send resume, references and 

compensation expectation to:  

tpcmusicsearch@gmail.com   

Part-Time 

Director of 

Music  

Limestone Presbyterian Church  

3201 Limestone Road, Wilmington, DE  

 

Limestone Presbyterian Church is seeking a 

Director of Music who can begin work on 

September 1, 2017. This person should be 

available for practice on Thursday 

evenings, a quick rehearsal at 10:30 each 

Sunday, and a full traditional service at 11 

am.  

 

The Director will also coord inate music with 

texts, themes, and church seasons --as well 

as collaborate with the pastor, the music 

director of the contemporary service, the 

handbell choirs, and organist. The music 

program at Limestone is highly regarded 

and an essential part of both w orship 

services. The Director of Music will nurture, 

promote, and advance these programs to 

support church efforts in serving and 

glorifying God.  

 

For more information, contact 

Ann Miller, Human Resources, at 

anncgmiller@gmail.com . 

S 

mailto:adminoffice@ncpresbytery.org
https://www.trinitypresby.org/minister-of-music
mailto:tpcmusicsearch@gmail.com
mailto:anncgmiller@gmail.com


   

Midweek submissions:  adminoffice@ncpresbytery.org    Page 14 of 16 

   
 

PHOTO PRAYER 

 

O Lord, make us philosophers   

happily embracing our ignorance,   

unwilling to conclude anything   

about people or issues based   

on hearsay or good reporting,   

on rumor or our own eye witness.   

O Lord, make us decisive,   

willing to act to the   

best of our knowledge,   

not with an assault rifle,   

but with open arms,   

even though we act in ignorance,   

seeing through a glass darkly.  

 

Photo while sitting at the bar at   
Comet Ping Pong in Washington, D.C.  
 

Photograph and prayer 2017 by Danny N. Schweers  
http://www.photoprayer.com/  

 

 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS & NEWS 

(Submit your information and provide the link to your flyer on your webpage/Facebook for 

inclusion in subsequent  editions.  Click on each event  for additional information)   
 

Life is full of interesting things é embrace, celebrate and share! 

7/14/17,  

7:00p 

First Presbyterian Church (Milford)  

101 S. Walnut Street, Milford, DE  

 

Delawareõs Own FUNLAND  

Mr. Al Fasnacht,  patriarch of Rehoboth Beachõs 

FUNLAND, will be giving a talk on FUNLAND Friday, July 

14th at 7:00 PM at the First Presbyterian Church, 101 S. 

Walnut Street, Milford DE.   

FUNLAND, which the Fasnacht family purchased 

immediately after the Storm of 1962, has  been a 

family run business for 5 generations and is now in its 

55th year.   It has been featured on CBS -TVõs Sunday 

Morning TV Show and is a feature to virtually everyone 

in Sussex and Kent Counties.   Come out and share 

your memories of FUNLAND and meet Mr . Fasnacht.  

Call for more information:  

(571) 296-0430 

 

 

mailto:adminoffice@ncpresbytery.org
http://www.photoprayer.com/

