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Midweek Musings 
August 7, 2019 edition 

 
Pleasing God through service 

~Galatians 1:10 
       

New Castle Presbytery 

PC(USA) Big Tent  
On August 1-3, I had the 

honor to attend Big Tent in 

Baltimore, Maryland.  This 

yearõs theme was òCalled to 

a Movement Beyond 

Institutionó, and challenged 

attendees to òcome together 

and live in this moment, 

immersed in our current 

cultural context of racial 

division, gender inequality, 

and economic disparity to 

be renewed, refreshed, and 

reformed so that we may be 

sent out to affect change in  

our own communities.ó 

For me, this challenge was manifested most in worship and keynote 

speakers who made me stop and pause and truly think about the social 

location that many of our churches exist within.  Hearing multiple 

languages in worship challenged me to think about how so many times 

we limit God to looking and sounding like us.  I was challenged by 

keynoters to think about some of the ideas that church has held dear, 
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even our perspectives on scripture and the ways 

that we shape our worship and our worship spaces.  

It was uncomfortable at times, hearing the truth be 

spoken.  

In the midst of all these challenges and 

uncomfortable moments, I was also reminded that 

we donõt have to do this work alone, we walk 

alongside other Presbyterians who are wrestling 

with these topics.  At the conference I worshipped 

and studied and questioned and thought alongside 

former co-workers and internship supervisors, 

classmates from seminary, mission co-workers, friends from 

other conferences, friends from New Castle Presbytery and 

many other presbyteries, and others whom I had never met 

before.   

Conferences like Big Tent remind me that the work is hard but 

that we arenõt alone. We are surrounded by those who have 

wrestled with these topics and how they shape the way we 

were church in the past and those who are wrestling to shape 

the church today.  We arenõt alone in the wrestling and in the 

wondering and we arenõt alone in hoping and believing in a 

God who holds the future.  For me, that is the hope filled 

message of Big Tent.  

(*Approximately 25 individuals from churches within New Castle 

Presbytery attended Big Tent, many receiving scholarships from the 

Presbytery to assist with expenses.  View additional experiences from 

some of these participants on the 

following page.) 

Peace, Emma 

Rev. Emma Horn, Co-Pastor, Lower 

Brandywine Presbyterian Church  

 
 
 

  

NCP Missional Presbyter, Rev. Tracy Keenan during 

worship  
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Big Tent participation reflections é  Coming on the Friday BEFORE the mass shootings in 

El Paso and Dayton, the Big Tent coincided with the 

Baltimore Cease Fire Weekend anti-gun violence march. 

The PCUSA has a long history of working to end gun 

violence and joining the march was a great way to make 

a difference in Baltimore and stand in solidarity with our 

partners in Baltimore Presbytery. On "Cease Fire 

Weekends" and on this march, we prayed at sites of gun 

violence, sang and talked as we walked about two miles 

downtown. We had great support from people in the city 

as we walked, from the police who stopped traffic so our 

250 person march could cross streets and from business 

owners who cheered us on and thanked us for being 

there. The Cease Fire organizers have documented that 

gun violence is significantly lower on cease-fire 
weekends than at other times. 

My walk (and Big Tent experience) was cut short when I 

hit a pothole and broke an ankle! Laying in the middle of 

the street, waiting for the ambulance, I was in a great 

deal of pain. Every time I opened my eyes I saw 

Presbyterian friends from all over offering help and 

support. The love and caring of the Presbyterian family 

and people of the City of Baltimore is what I will 
remember most from my Big Tent experience. 

~Bob Schminkey 

Former NCP Stated Clerk 

 

My husband and I just returned from a 

mission/vision trip to Guatemala the first of 

July and visited the Casa del Migrante 

house in Gua temala City.  Now that weõre 

home, we have been looking for ways to 

help or support Guatemalans and other 

Central Americans since learning so much 

about the context of their lives.  Seeing 

the movie  Genesis of Exodus  was 

serendipitous in that it renewed ou r 

feelings of empathy and reenergized us 

for action.  The information shared after 

the movie narrowed down exactly how 

we can help with the many resources and 

links provided by the Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance division of PC USA.  Thank you 

so much!  

~Michelle Butler  

Westminster PC/Wilmingto n 

 At Big Tent I gleaned valuable information about 

the changes happening in the office of World 

Mission, as they continue to dialogue with our 

missionaries and mission partners in 50 countries. 

How do we do ministry together in mutuality and 

avoid seeing one of the partners as òthe least of 

theseó? Iõll be writing a few articles about this 

subject in future Musings articles. 

Blessings and peace, Terry Dykstra 
NCP Mission Advocate 

, 

 

Members of the NCP Guatemala 

Partnership Team were invited to present at 

the Guatemala Network Breakfast at Big 

Tent on Saturday morning.  This was a very 

worthwhile opportunity to showcase NCP's 

work with CEDEPCA and the Association 

of Mam Christian Women for 

Development. The audience included 

members of other churches, Presbyteries, 

and even the top four staff members 

of PC(USA) World Mission.  What great 

exposure for us!  Everyone seemed very 

excited about our work and we are 

confident we will continue to make more 

connections within the church at a national 

level. 

~Carrie Saathoff and Cathy Higgins  
Westminster PC/Wilmington 

To whom the church belongs was led by 

Bryce Wiebe was very interesting he spoke 
about churches allowing space and time 

during worship service to imagine with God. 
He said we should spend time visualizing, 

picturing, proceeding and accepting to allow 

a new experience with God. This was new 
and exciting for me. 

 
~Ivy Jones  

Community PC 
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PC(USA) Reporting covered by CNN  

 

 

Read the full 

article here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View PC(USA)õs òWhat We Believeó regarding gun violence and social righteousness here.   

https://www.cnn.com/2019/07/30/us/gun-violence-prevention-minister-deanna-hollis-trnd/index.html?fbclid=IwAR0NEOzh6w_ignIrNSUlA9dJd8Z8QarBaZlOZQ1yOeLQCrnXVRv61X5GbWM
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/what-we-believe/gun-violence/
https://www.cnn.com/2019/07/30/us/gun-violence-prevention-minister-deanna-hollis-trnd/index.html?fbclid=IwAR0NEOzh6w_ignIrNSUlA9dJd8Z8QarBaZlOZQ1yOeLQCrnXVRv61X5GbWM
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https://forms.gle/F99eBq7CFJPD9UAT7
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Stewardship and IRA Retirement Savings                           
(as shared from The Looking Tree, monthly church newsletter from Head of Christiana PC)  

 

   

 

 

PRIDE Runs  

PCUSA-Wide!  

In June the Midweek contained 

an article regarding the Delaware 

Pride Prom so eloquently 

organized by four pastors within 

New Castle Presbytery.   

This accomplishment was then 

shared as òIt Took a Village, and 

most of its peopleó by The 

Presbyterian Mission Agency.  

View the full article online. 

 

 

Many thanks to Lay Pastor Matt 

Waters and Revs. Holly Clark-

Porter, Jenny Warren and Doug 

Gerdts for lifting up our peeps! 

 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/it-took-a-village-and-most-of-its-people/?fbclid=IwAR3JuLLwA4wEG1bf_pCcS-jf9LAE2tKn0C3PeeoCJ0QXtH8kdFnq_KTYIz4
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New Castle Presbytery Facebook Page ð Weõve Moved! 

The Presbytery has transitioned our Facebook page to maximize our exposure as follows:  

Old Page é  

We have officially moved to a public Facebook page to 

better connect our congregations and communities. 

Follow us here for all future facebook 

updates:  https://www.facebook.com/NCPresbytery/ .  

 

 

 

New Page  é 

Welcome to our new New Castle 

Presbytery Facebook page! In an 

effort to better connect our 

congregations and communities and 

share our messages in a more public 

forum, we have migrated to a public 

Facebook page. Going forward, all 

Facebook updates will be coming 

from this page. We encourage you to 

share and engage with updates and 

invite your congregation members 

and partners to like our page to 

receive routine updates.  

 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/NCPresbytery/
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Our Churches ð Presbyterian Church of the Covenant  

The Arts at Covenant announces its 2019-2020 Season 

Wilmington, DE ðThe Music Department at The Presbyterian Church of 

the Covenant (PCOC) is pleased to announce the third season of òThe Arts 

at Covenant.ó This Performing Arts Series is open to the public and offers 

a slate of firstðclass musical entertainment presented to the Wilmington 

community as a way of welcoming all to our church home. This is made 

possible by the support and generosity of the congregation and patrons as well as free-will donations received at 

each performance.  

Director of Music at PCOC, Ryan Pryslak (Ryanthesinger82@gmail.com) is extremely excited about this next 

installment of The Arts at Covenant as we begin to branch out into new genres of music and performance art. 

The series brings local and regional musicians into the acoustically pristine and visually stunning sanctuary at the 

church to offer an eclectic variety of performances. In response to last yearõs successful Halloween Spooktacular, 

going forward each season will feature a fun, interactive family oriented event, appropriate for all ages at a 

reasonable cost.  

A donation of $15 is suggested at each Arts at Covenant event, with the Childrenõs Opera Box Theatre Performance 

of Rossiniõs Cinderella being a $5/person with a max of $20 per family. A òMeet the Artistó Reception will be 

held after each event in the Sanctuary. Each concert is held at The Presbyterian Church of the Covenant 503 

Duncan Road Wilmington DE 19809.  

2019-2020 Season Roster of Events begins with: 

September 22nd 2019- 4p.m.  

From Western Classical to the West Indies  

Ben Goldman, percussion 

The Third Season of The Arts at Covenant kicks off with a musician who 

fuses together multiple styles and repertoires, one numerous 

instrumentséall in one concert! Ben Goldman is a versatile drummer and 

percussionist who òdemonstrates his aptitude to adapt.ó (Susan Frances, 

Jazz2Love). When he is not on tour as an associate artist with Rodney 

Marsalis and the Philadelphia Big Brass, Ben maintains an active and diverse 

performance schedule in the Philadelphia area playing Latin percussion, 

drum set, steel drums, and timpani.  He holds a BFA from California 

Institute of the Arts and an MM from University of Delaware.   

Our opening concert of the season will feature Ben offering a solo performance of diverse repertoire ranging from 

classical and Caribbean music, to modern takes on Baroque works on both contemporary percussion and 

Trinidadian Steel pan.  This is not a concert to miss! 

View the full schedule of events through 2020 here.  

mailto:Ryanthesinger82@gmail.com
http://www.connectingpeoplechanginglives.org/the-arts-at-covenant/
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Synod of the Mid -Atlantic ð Synod Menõs Conference 
Submitted by Dale W. Smith, Ocean View Presbyterian Church  

 
 
Recently, about 60 men from the Mid -Atlantic  Synod gathered at the Massanetta Springs Conference 

Center for a weekend of prayer, fellowship, worship, and inspiring speakers. The theme of the conference 
was taken from Isaiah 6:8 òHere am I; send meó.  Hymn #69, òHere I am, Lordó, was sung during each 

session. 
 

Various speakers encouraged the 
participants to òheed oneõs calló, 
boldly going forth into deeper 

waters (Luke 5:3-7).  Sunday 
opened with  a silent service of 

communion.  The message at the 
closing worship was given by 

Rev. James Atwood,  an author, 
pastor, and a nationally 
recognized voice on the subject 

of gun violence prevention. 
 

The Synod Menõs Conference is 
an annual event.  Plan to attend 

July 17-19, 2020! 
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Seamenõs Center of Wilmington  

Several churches within New Castle Presbytery support the mission of the Seamenõs Center, 

located at the Port of Wilmington.  The letter below from the Executive Director at the Center is 

shared for your information and consideration.  May we bestow blessings on the seafarers who 

journey boldly and sacrifice extensive time away from their families.  Pleas e note the referred 

attachments in the letter are available on their website ( www.scwde.org ).  

 

 

http://www.scwde.org/

