
RACISM IN AMERICA: 

EXPLORING OUR HISTORY

POINT COMFORT, VIRGINIA



PURPOSE

TO DEVELOP A BETTER KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 

OF OUR COUNTRYõS RACIAL HISTORY, A LEGACY OF RACIAL 

INEQUALITY GROUNDED IN THE ENSLAVEMENT OF MILLIONS 

OF BLACK PEOPLE, FOLLOWED BY DECADES OF TERRORISM 

AND RACIAL SUBORDINATION THROUGH PUBLIC POLICY AND 

CULTURAL ATTITUDES.



EXPLORING OUR HISTORY

u SLAVERY BEGINS

u THE ECONOMIC IMPERATIVE

u CIVIL WAR

u RECONSTRUCTION

u BLACK CODES

u JIM CROW LAWS

u TERRORISM

u THE GREAT MIGRATION

u THE FHA & HOUSING SEGREGATION 

u SCHOOL DESEGREGATION

u CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

u THE WAR ON DRUGS

u MASS INCARCERATION

u VOTER SUPPRESSION

u CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM

u WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE ?



SLAVERY BEGINS

u 1619 ðJAMESTOWN, VIRGINIA

u 1641-1750 ðSLAVERY LEGALIZED

u 1774 ð1804 ðNORTHERN STATES ABOLISH SLAVERY

u 1787 ðU.S. CONSTITUTION  

u 1808 ðU.S. OUTLAWED IMPORTING OF SLAVES

u DOMESTIC TRADE / SELF-REPRODUCING LABOR FORCE



ECONOMIC IMPERATIVE

u TOBACCO -> COTTON 

u 1793 ðCOTTON GIN

u 1857 ðDRED SCOTT CASE

u 1860 ð80% OF U.S. GDP TIED TO SLAVERY



CIVIL WAR

u 1860 ðLINCOLN ELECTED PRESIDENT

u THIRTEEN STATES SECEDE

u 1861 ðCIVIL WAR BEGINS

u 1863 ðEMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION

u 1865 ðLEE SURRENDERS TO GRANT

u 620,000 DEAD ð1.5MM CASUALTIES 

u 179,000 AFRICAN AMERICANS FOUGHT FOR UNION; 40,000 DIED



RECONSTRUCTION ðA PIVOTAL PERIOD

u 1865 ð13TH AMENDMENT ðABOLISHED SLAVERY*

u 1868 ð14TH AMENDMENT ðCITIZENSHIP / DUE PROCESS / EQUAL PROTECTION

u 1870 ð15TH AMENDMENT ðRIGHT TO VOTE

u 1872 ðAMNESTY ACT

u 1876 ðPRESIDENTIAL ELECTION COMPROMISE

u 1877 ðFEDERAL RECONSTRUCTION OVERSIGHT REMOVED



BLACK CODES

u THIRTEENTH AMENDMENT 

Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment

for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted , shall exist

within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction. 



CONVICT  LEASING

INTENSIFIED THE STEREOTYPE OF DANGEROUS / CRIMINAL BLACK MALE



JIM CROW



JIM CROW

u 1890 ðMISSISSIPPI PLAN ðVOTING RESTRICTIONS

u 1896 ðPLESSY v. FERGUSON ðSEPARATE CAR ACT

u 1910 ðALL SOUTHERN STATES EXCLUDED BLACKS FROM VOTING

u PUBLIC RESOURCES DENIED FOR SCHOOLS / SERVICES

u 1964 ðFINALLY ABOLISHED BY CIVIL RIGHTS ACT



TERRORISM



TERROR  SPECTACLE  LYNCHINGS

u > 5,000 IN 12 SOUTHERN  /  8 NON-SOUTHERN STATES  (1877-1950)

u PURPOSE

u FEATURES

u EXAMPLES

u CONSEQUENCES

u 1952 ðFIRST FULL YEAR WITHOUT A RECORDED LYNCHING



TERROR  SPECTACLE  LYNCHINGS



GREENWOOD


