Worship
Training for Elders and Deacons

What is worship?
W-1.0101: Glory to God
Christian worship gives all glory and
honor, praise and thanksgiving to
the holy, triune God. We are
gathered in worship to glorify the
God who is present and active
among us— particularly through the
gifts of Word and Sacrament. We
are sent out in service to glorify the
same God who is present and
active in the world.
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W-2.0302: Deacons
Deacons are called to lead the congregation in
compassion, witness, and service, representing
the ministry of the church in the world and the
presence of the world in the church. While
deacons have no particular responsibilities for
the ordering of worship, the session should
ensure that deacons (where present) have regular
opportunities to lead in worship, and that their
ministries of compassion, witness, and service
are reflected in the public services of the church.

W-2.0303: Ruling Elders
Ruling elders are called to nurture the
common life of the people of God through
their gifts of discernment and governance.
They should also cultivate an ability to teach
the Word when called upon to do so. When
appropriately prepared and commissioned
by the presbytery, ruling elders may proclaim
the Word and administer the Sacraments in a
particular congregation (G-2.1001).

In a particular congregation, ruling elders shall provide for the
church’s worship and encourage the people’s participation.
Specifically, when serving together on the session, ruling
elders and ministers of the Word and Sacrament: make
provision for the regular preaching of the Word and
celebration of the Sacraments, corporate prayer, and the
offering of praise to God in song; oversee and approve all
public worship in the congregation, with the exception of
responsibilities reserved for the minister of the Word and
Sacrament; determine occasions, days, times, and places for
worship; and have responsibility for the arrangement of
worship space, the use of special appointments (flowers,
candles, banners, paraments, and other objects), and the
ministries of music, drama, dance, and visual arts.

W-2.0304: Ministers of the Word and Sacrament
Ministers of the Word and Sacrament (also called
teaching elders) are called to proclaim the Word,
preside at the Sacraments, and equip the people
for ministry in Jesus’ name. Specifically, ministers
of the Word and Sacrament are responsible for: the
selection of Scriptures to be read, the preparation
of the sermon, the prayers to be offered, the
selection of music to be sung, printed worship aids
or media presentations for a given service, and the
use of drama, dance, and other art forms in a
particular service of worship.

G-3.02 THE SESSION
G-3.0201 Composition and Responsibilities
The session shall have responsibility for
governing the congregation and guiding
its witness to the sovereign activity of God
in the world, so that the congregation is
and becomes a community of faith, hope,
love, and witness.

G-3.02 THE SESSION
G-3.0201 Composition and Responsibilities
…provide that the Word of God may be truly preached and heard.
This responsibility shall include providing a place where the
congregation may regularly gather for worship, education, and
spiritual nurture; providing for regular preaching of the Word by a
minister of the Word and Sacrament or other person prepared and
approved for the work; planning and leading regular efforts to
reach into the community and the world with the message of
salvation and the invitation to enter into committed discipleship;
planning and leading ministries of social healing and reconciliation
in the community in accordance with the prophetic witness of
Jesus Christ; and initiating and responding to ecumenical efforts
that bear witness to the love and grace of God.

G-3.02 THE SESSION
G-3.0201 Composition and Responsibilities
…provide that the Sacraments may be rightly
administered and received.
This responsibility shall include authorizing the
celebration of the Lord’s Supper at least quarterly and
the administration of Baptism as appropriate, in
accordance with the principles of the Directory for
Worship; and exercising pastoral care among the
congregation in order that the Sacraments may be
received as a means of grace, and the congregation
may live in the unity represented in the Sacraments.

Key Points
The Session is responsible for the
“how’s” of worship.
The Minister is responsible for the
“what’s” of worship.
The Deacons are meant to exercise
their gifts of compassion in and
through worship.
Together, they seek to glorify God and
build up the congregation in order that
the love of Jesus may be shared
internally and externally, far and wide.

